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I like a quote from writer Ernestine Ulmer.
She’s famous for her saying, Life is uncertain,
eat dessert first. Many are not aware that the
saying actually came from the story of a lady
who loved dessert. But one day she put off
eating her dessert until later that evening.
The only problem was that she was aboard
the Titanic.
Ernestine Ulmer’s advice is somewhat
similar with the book of Ecclesiastes. This
book was Solomon’s personal journal. After
investigating and experiencing everything
that there is in life, he comes to a sobering
conclusion: All is meaningless. Solomon is
telling us that life under the sun, that is, life
without God, is meaningless existence and
experience. It’s like living on a treadmill:
you get all the exercise you want, but you
don’t go anywhere. In Ecclesiastes 11-12,
Solomon shares with us some priceless and
lasting lessons from life that he had learned.
A. How to REASON through Life

Here, Solomon is sharing with us a bit of
financial advice, a crash course in money
management. In Solomon’s day, as it is today, one of the main commodities of trade
was grain. Merchants would load their grain
not on one ship but on several ships, and
send them out from port. In that sense, they
were casting their bread upon the waters. In a
way the expression is saying: Don’t put all of
your grain in one ship. Today, we would say
Don’t put all of your eggs in one basket. Don’t
trust anything as a sure thing, because the
winds of change may blow it all away.
That’s why he says in verse 2, Give portions
to seven, yes to eight, for you know not what
disaster may come upon the land. In one word:
DIVERSIFY. This is a wise advice. Solomon
is saying, Spread out your wealth among multiple ventures, rather than just one venture, because
you cannot forecast the future. Live with a diverse hand.
2. Labor with a DILIGENT Heart. In vv.
3-5, Solomon emphasizes the unknown
matters of life. Verse 3 states that we cannot
forecast the rain with certainty, and in verse
4, that we cannot control the wind. Verse 5
further states that we do not know the
works of God. Therefore, Sow your seed in the
morning, and at evening let not your hands be
idle, for you do not know which will succeed,
whether this or that, or whether both will do
equally well. (11: 6)

Four times in the first 6 verses of Ecclesiastes 11, Solomon reminds us that there are
things that we do not know and cannot
know about life. We do not know what evil
will befall us, we do not fully understand the
way of the winds, and we do not know
whether we will prosper or not. These are
what we would call life’s constants. These are
things that never change, that are beyond
our control. And we deal with them by
learning how to reason wisely. According to Solomon is not an advocate of laziness. He
is a fan of the hard-working man. He conSolomon, we must do two things cludes that since we do not control life and
1. Live with a DIVERSE Hand. We read cannot predict life, the only wise thing to do
in Ecclesiastes 11:1 - Cast your bread upon the is to live with a diverse hand, and labor with
waters, for after many days you will find it again. a diligent heart. Having done all, leave the

results with God.
On June 6, 1944, during World War II,
Allied troops landed on the beach at Normandy, France. They found the shore well
fortified by German machine guns. Many of
the men crouched under the sand dunes or
wherever they could hide behind. It was
later shown that those who hunkered down
in fear inevitably died. However, those who
kept moving had a much greater chance of
survival.
Solomon is advising us, amid the uncertainties of life, to just keep moving forward. As
Paul writes in Ephesians 5:16, we should be
making the most of every opportunity, because the
days are evil. We cannot control what comes
TO our life; but, we can control what
comes OUT of our life. Thus, every day that
God gives us should be a day where we continue to LIVE WISELY and LABOR DILIGENTLY.
B. When to REJOICE in Life
Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays, president of
Morehouse College, wrote a classic poem
entitled Life Is Just a Minute. It reads: Life is
just a minute; only sixty seconds in it. Forced
upon you, can't refuse it; didn't seek, didn't
choose it. But it's up to you to use it. You must
suffer if you lose it; give account if you abuse it.
Just a tiny, little minute; but eternity is in it! To
conclude chapter 11, Solomon, from his
own storehouse of wisdom, teaches us not
only how to reason through life, but when
to rejoice in life. First, he shows us to:
1. Examine Life THOUGHTFULLY.
Verses 7-8 read, Light is sweet, and it pleases the
eyes to see the sun. However many years a
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man may live, let him enjoy them all. But let live according to the will of God, they can
him remember the days of darkness, for they will remove anxiety and sorrow from their
be many. Everything to come is meaningless.
hearts. They can truly be happy and content with life!
The famous psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud
suffered from a horrible cancer in his In 1888, the Swedish chemist Alfred
mouth. In 1926, he also developed heart Nobel, the inventor of dynamite, awoke
trouble and spent considerable time in the one morning to read his own obituary in
hospital. When he returned to his home in the local newspaper. It reads, “Dr. Alfred
Vienna, Austria, the thing that he yearned Nobel, who became rich by finding ways
the most was his morning walks. Accord- to kill more people faster than ever before,
ing to him, it was then for the first time he died yesterday.” Actually, it was Alfred’s
experienced the glories of springtime. He older brother who had died. But this errowrote, What a pity that one has to grow old neous publication made him dedicate the
before making this wonderful discovery.
rest of his life to leaving a better legacy.
He initiated the Nobel Prize. The awards
That seems to be the point Solomon is are given to scientists and writers who
making. He says, Don’t get old, and then look promote peace and goodwill among men.
back on all of the things of life that you missed, For the child of God, the life that is truly
or didn’t see. Don’t just exist, but LIVE enjoyable is one that is lived to honor,
your life every single day. Robert Louis obey and please God. For it will pay off at
Stevenson said, The person who has stopped the end.
being thankful has fallen asleep. What a tragedy it would be to live a long life, but miss C. What to REMEMBER about Life
out on God’s richest treasures. We can
avoid that if we examine life thoughtfully. Solomon says there are three lessons from
life that we should remember and never
2. Enjoy Life THOROUGHLY. One of forget.
the golden keys in the book of Ecclesiastes
is the key of enjoyment. We are reminded 1. Don’t Forget the SHORTNESS of
to set out to enjoy, to cherish, to treasure Life. In Ecclesiastes, Solomon employs
every single day of our lives. Here in chap- many metaphors to describe the shortness
ter 11, Solomon gives a special word, and brevity of life. He describes it as chasespecially to young people. We read in ing the breeze, a puff of smoke, dust in the
verse 9, Be happy, young man, while you are wind. Then, in 12:3-6 he offers one of the
young, and let your heart give you joy in the most superb descriptions of aging found
days of your youth. Follow the ways of your anywhere in literature. Bible students
heart and whatever your eyes see, BUT know differ on all the details of interpretation,
that for all these things God will bring you to but most do see that Solomon is painting a
picture of a person who is growing old,
judgment.
and falling apart. Notice the imagery SoloIn this passage, Solomon is saying that mon uses. The keepers of the house tremGod gives the gift of life. Now it’s up to us ble speaks of arms and hands trembling;
to make the most of it, to find joy in it. strong men refers to age-weakened legs,
Why? First, it will not last forever. And knees and shoulders; grinders refer to one
second, because God will call us into ac- losing their teeth; windows darkened
count. That’s what the word “judgment” speaks of eyes losing their vision; the
means. There will be a day of reckoning daughters of music … brought low dewhen God will ask, How did you live the life scribes a voice that begins to weaken; the
I’ve given you? What have you done with the almond tree speaks of hair that is turning
talents and opportunities you have? A further white; the grasshopper is a picture of one
word of advice is given in verse 10, So just dragging themselves along; the desire
then, banish anxiety from your heart, and cast that is no longer stirred could be losing
off the troubles of your body, for youth and one’s appetite. Once these processes run
vigor are meaningless. In other words, for its course, Solomon says in verse 7, the dust
those who are prepared to give a positive returns to the ground it came from, and the
account of how they lived, who choose to spirit returns to God who gave it. In other
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words, Solomon is simply reminding us
that, from the moment of our birth, our
body slowly, but surely, begins to wind
down and deteriorate. Don’t forget life is
short.
2. Don’t Forget the SERIOUSNESS of
Life. Because life is short, Solomon exhorts us to take life very seriously. We are
charged, in verse 1, to Remember your Creator in the days of your youth. The word remember is a strong word which means, to
pay very close attention, to be vigilant and
attentive as a soldier to his superior. It signifies
commitment and obedience. In other
words, Solomon is not just advising us to
think about God, but to turn to God in
every area of our lives. We must commit
our lives to Him, love Him continuously,
serve Him consistently, and obey Him
completely. The shortness of life reminds
us of the seriousness of life. This is the
only life we have, and what we do with it
will effect the rest of eternity. Thus, Solomon says: While you are young, and before the
house begins to fall apart, commit your lives to
God and obey Him.
3. Don’t Forget the SUCCESS of Life.
In vv. 9-10, Solomon records a bit of his
own journey toward success in life: Not
only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted
knowledge to the people. He pondered and
searched out and set in order many proverbs.
The Teacher searched to find just the right
words, and what he wrote was upright and true.
He closed his journal with these words in
vv. 13-14 - Now all has been heard; here is the
conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of
man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it
is good or evil.
→ p. 4

A STRANGE DAY
By Prof. Linda Tue
they were getting nervous. Needless to say, I was soaked and
was throwing up and was in a wretched condition. Waves kept
on rising and raging under the strong wind, and the boat was
filled with water and was about to sink. All the shouting ceased
at this point. The air was thick with fear. A lightning struck. I
glanced across the boat and saw Rabbi Jesus was sleeping
soundly in the boat! Though this was strange, something even
much stranger happened later on. At that moment, someone in
the boat could not take it any longer and started shouting to
Jesus, “Rabbi, do you not care that we perish?” Jesus awoke
and calmly sat up. It was strange that while we were scared for
our life, he seemed to see nothing terrible in this storm, and he
only spoke to the storm, “Quiet, be still.” Then, the wind disappeared and the waves calmed down. It was really quiet at
this moment. The only thing I could hear was our fast and
heavy breathing. We were scared. Forgetting the motion sickness, I stared at Rabbi Jesus in the dark. Then, he calmly
looked at us and asked, “Why are you afraid? Do you have no
faith yet?”

Levi, the son of Alphaeus, to Rabbi Matthias. Blessed be the
Name of our Lord who has shown mercy to us all. Thanks be
to the God of our forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and
may he bless you richly.
Ever since I chose to work for the government, we have lost
touch for several years, though I am still much indebted to
your teachings. Recently I have experienced some strange
events. After much pondering, I thought it good to seek advice
from you who are known for wisdom, such that I may gain
some understanding regarding these strange experiences.
You might have heard that I had started following a young
rabbi named Jesus from Nazareth last year. You have probably
heard of him, as some might have called him strange. Actually,
ever since I met Rabbi Jesus and have stayed with him for the
last year, I have not found him as strange as others might have
considered him. If you ask my opinion, I can only say that he
is true to his word. Since I used to work as a government official and have met a lot of people, I have to admit that I have
never met anyone as truthful as he is. Rabbi Jesus is special in
the sense that he walks his talk. If his truthfulness could be
deemed strange, then I suppose that he would be considered
strange by some folks. However, this is not why I am writing
you today.

I do not know whether I am describing what happened
clearly, or whether you could comprehend what I was feeling
at that time. This took place two days ago. In the dark, we
disciples looked at one another, and we could not help but kept
asking one single question, “Who is this that the wind and the
water obey him?” I cannot guess what others were thinking,
but my heart was filled with fear. I remembered your teachings
before that only our God, the Almighty, has created this universe, and he even sits enthroned above the storm, but this
Rabbi Jesus, who is he? I dare not continue this line of thinking. Is it possible at all that our Creator sat in our little boat
that evening? Rabbi Jesus has performed many mighty deeds
such as healing and exorcism, just like Elijah, and like our
great prophets of old. However, calming a storm is something
of a different category. It is also strange that all prophets have
performed miracles in the name of our Lord, but this Jesus
commanded the storm as if he is the master commanding his
pet. I am really bewildered now. Our dear honorable Rabbi
Matthias, in your opinion, who is this strange Jesus?

Two days ago, something really strange happened. That day,
Rabbi Jesus was teaching the crowds from Brother Simon’s
boat. He was speaking on the Kingdom of Heaven and he used
a parable about sowing seeds. Frankly, I was a bit puzzled by
what he said. Later on, I found out that I was not alone in this
confusion, therefore, we all went to him and asked for clarification privately. Then he told us, “Do you not understand this
parable? How then will you understand all the parables?” He
even quoted the Prophet Isaiah. I am grateful that you have
taught us Isaiah before, therefore I understood what was said:
“…so that they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand; lest they should turn again, and
be forgiven.” Now, here is my question: I have seen and heard
a lot, but I am not sure whether I perceive or understand correctly. Then, where am I, inside or outside the Kingdom of
Heaven? However, Rabbi Jesus did explain his comments,
therefore, this is not exactly why I am writing you.

I hope you would excuse my rambling and confusing words,
but I trust that with your great wisdom you could help me answer my one question: Who is this Jesus?

Something really strange happened later on that day. That
evening, Rabbi Jesus wanted us to sail across the Sea of Galilee, so we followed his direction. While we were in the middle
of the lake, there came a terrible storm. I used to work as an
office clerk and was used to some traveling, but I got very sick
when the waves started striking against the boat. Among us,
some used to work professionally on this lake, and they were
trying really hard to control the boat, but I observed that even

May the Almighty Lord bless you and keep you. May His
peace be with you always.
(Note: This is a fictional letter developed from Mark 4:35-41.)
There was a misprint of this article in the November-December 2013
issue, hence it is being reprinted. Apologies to the author and its readers!
-- Editor

You are cordially invited to attend the 55th Commencement Exercise on March 30, 2014 at UECPhilippines!
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CELEBRATION OF REV. WESLEY SHAO’S LIFE

FACULTY ON THE MOVE

The whole student body, faculty and staff members of BSOP
attended the “Celebration of Life” for our Late President Emeritus Rev. Wesley K. Shao on the third anniversary of his death.
Attended by around 400 representatives from churches and organizations, the event was held at the United Evangelical
Church of the Philippines on January 4, 2014. All of the songs
sang that night were written by Rev. Shao. The family has designated all the gifts received toward the "Rev. Wesley K. Shao
Professorial Chair." of BSOP.

 BSOP and UECP conducted a "Bible and
Psychiatry Seminar" on January 26, 2014 at
1:00-2:15 pm. The speaker was Dr. Albert
Gaw, a recipient of Hope Christian High
School Distinguished Alumni Award, and
also a recipient of the UERM Distinguished
Alumni in Medical Education.
 Asia Theological Association (ATA) held its
annual Committee and Board meetings at
BSOP from January 21-24, 2014. Around 30
guests from various countries came for the
meeting. Dr. Joseph Shao serves as ATA
General Secretary; our Academic Dean, Dr.
Chiu Eng Tan is a member of Commission
on Accreditation and Educational Development.
 Oversea Council International selected
BSOP as one of the ten schools worldwide
to attend a consultation in Beirut, Lebanon,
on February 23-28, 2014. Drs. Joseph Shao,
Chiu Eng Tan and Irene Tran represented
BSOP. The goal of the consultation is to
enhance the learning of students.
 Dr. Tan Chiu Eng was one of the plenary
speakers in the first Mindanao Theological
Forum, held in Davao City on March 6-7,
2014. Facilitated by the Koinonia Theological Seminary Foundation, Inc., the theme of
the forum was "Intercultural and/or Interreligious Christology: the Faces of Christ in
the Philippines."
 Dr. Samson Uytanlet finished writing the
first chapter of Colossians for submission to
the Global Bible Commentary (GBC). His
dissertation - Luke-Acts and Jewish Historiography: A Study on the Theology, Literature, and Ideology of Luke-Acts - will soon
be published by Mohr Siebeck (Tübingen),
as part of the Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament Series 2.
 Dr. Jean Uayan attended ALAM 2014 held
in Cebu City on March 5-7, 2014. ALAM
stands for Advancing Libraries, Archives
and Museums. The theme this year is “From
Ripples to Waves: Harnessing Resources for
Innovative and Sustainable Impact.”
 For BSOP Downtown this quarter, Dr. Thomas Forster is teaching World Christianity at
Grace Gospel Church every Thursday
(January 16-March 20, 2014). Dr. Stewart
Young is teaching Christianity and Culture
at St. Stephen’s Parish every Saturday
(January 18-March 22, 2014).

Top right: Dr. Jane Chuaunsu leading all faculty and students in singing
a song written by Rev. Shao. Bottom left: Shao family members rendering a song number. Bottom right: Pr. Joyce S. Co directing students
playing hand bells and singing another song written by Rev. Shao.

From p. 2
Solomon not only applied himself to learning, but to teaching as well.
He invested his years of wisdom in others that would follow him. Thus,
he shares the secret of life’s success that he found. It is not in earthly
resources, but in heavenly riches. It cannot be found in the ways of the
world, but in the wisdom of the Word. That’s why he says in verse 12:
Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books
there is no end, and much study wearies the body. Don’t misunderstand what
Solomon is saying. He is not condemning studying, learning or reading.
The explanation is found in verse 11: The words of the wise are like goads,
their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails--given by one Shepherd. In
other words, Solomon is saying that success in life only comes through
godly wisdom, and godly wisdom only comes from God. He is telling
us that if we want to succeed in life, then we do not need to go beyond,
or look any further than to what God has written in His Word. The
wisdom that we find in the Word are like goads, which are the rod
and staff used to guide sheep.
We have Scripture to reveal to us the person of God, His plan and
His purpose for our lives. Learning from it is the greatest lesson from
life that we could ever learn.
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