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BSOP at 55: An Overview of 
God’s Guiding Hand 

This year – 2012 – marks BSOP’s 

55th founding anniversary --- cause 

for great celebration as we recount 

God’s immense blessings and antici-

pate His wondrous leading for the 
coming years. Indeed, God’s work-

ing presence and abiding power at 

BSOP these 55 years cannot be fully 

portrayed in all its glorious detail, 

acknowledging the many unsung 

heroes whom God has used to ener-

gize BSOP’s development. Nonethe-

less, I am delighted to humbly offer 

a panoramic view of this Spirit-led 

theological training institution and 

fondly employ my personal histori-

cal pen to reminisce in the place that 
has served as my spiritual cradle 

(next to Hope Christian High 

School).   

Like a 55-year old sturdy tree with 

its trunk cut crosswise and laying 

exposed, BSOP’s tree-rings reveal 

clear dating points demarcating five 

critical time periods: 

The Formative Early Budding 
Stage (1957- 1969): How BIOP 

Came into Being 

BSOP, or BIOP when she started in 

July of  1957,  was  considered the 

pride and prize of the Philippine-

Chinese churches, being the one and 

only Chinese seminary, training pas-

tors  and leaders  for  God’s  work, 

locally and overseas. Out of the nine 

founders, eight are now deceased, 
including:  Rev.  Silas Wong,  Rev. 

Raymond  Frame,  Mr.  David 

Dychingco,  Elder  Homer  Chua, 

Elder Siao Chan Tiong, Elder Peter 

Chiu, Elder Jacob Laoengkue, and 

Elder Henry Co See Cho. Elder Tan 

Chee Lin is still living and residing 

abroad. All of them served as the 

first  term Board  of  Trustees,  and 

were often referred to as the five-

loaves-two-fish  during  BIOP’s  in-

ception because five were business-

men  and  two were  pastors.  Early 

accounts of BIOP or BSOP always 

highlighted the centrality of prayer 

during the weekly Monday prayer 

meetings attended by board members 

and faculty.  This fueled a  fervent 
faith  guided  by a  unifying  motto 

“Believe in Christ, Suffer for Him.” 

As the late Elder Henry Co See Cho 

once uttered, “We dare not act with-

out first praying thoroughly; count-

less problems have been solved after 

diligent prayers.”1 Thus, even with 

succeeding decades of new anniver-

sary mottos or themes, the founders’ 

original vision and mission remained 

the passion of each member of the 

BIOP/BSOP family. 

Sifting through the old, faded is-

sues of BIOP Bulletin and BSOP in 

Focus, one can see that each page is 

filled with the heartfelt experiences 

of God’s servant-leaders, faculty and 

students who have heeded His call 

for service and training at each re-

spective  time  and  season  during 

BIOP’s early struggling years. The 

birth pangs at her inception were laid 

with tears and fears as well as cheers 

and  compassion.  God  caused  the 

founders to work in close relation-

ship with the local church leaders, 

setting the groundwork for seminary 

connections for  the ensuing years. 

The late Rev. Hsueh Yu Kwong la-

bored faithfully and providentially as 

BIOP’s first president for nine years. 

This  budding  stage  marks  those 

humble beginnings. As one Filipino 

saying goes, one who refuses to look 

into one’s origin will never arrive at 

one’s destination. 

The Transformative Eager Be-
coming Stage (1970-1979): 

How BIOP Became BSOP 

Change is never easy; it is scary and 

calls for courageous conviction. The 

second crucial stage in the Seminary 

life was facing curricular and di-

ploma change. BIOP formerly fo-

cused on the students’ spiritual 

growth toward pastoral ministry, 

then addressed those educational 

requirements of granting profes-

sional degrees and ministerial cre-

dentials for a greater impact on an 
expectant, learned audience. The 

Seminary name was transformed 

from BIOP to BSOP.  

This name change was more suitable 

as the Seminary enlisted faculty, 
professors and even presidents with 

theological titles and higher aca-

demic degrees during this eager 

stage. These leaders upheld the im-

portance of adapting to a system of 

theological training with uncompro-

mising biblical emphasis and at the 

same time, giving well-deserved 

credentials. No wonder the influx of  
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highly educated and honor students 

happened during this period and has 

continued. The writer recalls one 

student, a graduate from a prestig-

ious college, affirming the direction 
of BSOP by saying, “Our newly 

arrived president from abroad just 

upgraded our curriculum. Come and 

join us in this eager field of theologi-

cal training and learning.” My three 

precious years of theological training 

took place during this stage, not due 

to that student’s prodding, but after 

discerning and obeying God’s call. I 

surrendered my will to God, thinking 

then that I had given up everything 

for Him; but the truth is, God has 
showered me with more blessings 

than what I could ever hope for. I 

became one of those graduates who 

had been invited to join this great 

task of training reliable people, who 

will also be qualified to teach others 

(2 Timothy 2:2). Indeed, we can 

never out-give God; He alone is the 

Great and Gracious Giver, who 

makes everything beautiful in His 

time. 

The Intrusive Endangered “Being
-merged” Stage (1980- 1989): 

How BSOP Almost Evanesced  

As in  any organization,  there  are 

times  when  long-empty leadership 

position and perhaps, looming corpo-

rate crisis can threaten the very core 

of its existence. Talk of a foreign 
Chinese seminary abroad offering to 

merge (or engulf) to save BSOP was 

in the air. In fact, on two occasions 

proposals came at the initial and fi-

nal years inclusive in this stage. The 

first occurred from oversea; the sec-

ond one came within the local vicin-

ity. The late Rev. Wesley K. Shao, a 

man of peace and prayer, was ap-

proached to serve as a liaison be-

tween BSOP and the other party to 

facilitate well-intended merger pro-
posals.  At  this  critical  time,  God 

stepped in with His timely provision 

of leadership, and averted a merger 

option to sustain BSOP.   

God led Rev. Peter Au with his 

family and the late Dr. Carol Bernice 

Herrmann, a Conservative Baptist 

missionary, to serve as Acting Presi-

dent and Academic Dean respec-

tively.2 Together with all dedicated 

BSOP faculty members united as one 
force, it was proven that BSOP could 

still stand alone in God’s presence, 

true to her founders’ commitment 

and vision. The second opening of 

being taken over or cooperating with 

another seminary occurred around 

the latter part of this stage. During 

these seemingly forsaken years, 

God’s wonderful protection can be 

seen as the roster of students en-

rolled at this stage revealed groups 

of very gifted and devoted seminari-
ans who kept watch and prayed like 

they had never done so, pounding 

upon God’s heart to bring the right 

leadership in place. Thus, the merger 

did not materialize and BSOP re-

mained intact until today. 

The Progressive Excited Re-
Building Stage (1990-2002): 

How BSOP Rebuilt Itself  

This stage of “re-building” does not 

negate the earlier building and con-

struction works done at different 

sites that comprise the BSOP campus 

today. The late Henry Co See Cho 

strengthened confidence in God’s 

financial provision for ongoing 

building of BSOP, guided by a com-

mon stand of no soliciting funds pol-

icy.3 The exciting re-building task 
over a span of twelve years would 

include both the outward Seminary 

facilities and the inward faculty de-

velopment program and curriculum 

evaluation. Amid the currency tur-

moil in the Asian market around the 

latter part of 1997, our three-phase 

construction of the present 150-

student and in-house faculty/staff 

dormitory, and the grand Admini-

stration Building was launched under 

a huge budget of 150 million pesos. 
The economic disasters did not occur 

just once but even turned into global 

crises. Nonetheless, as Nehemiah the 

cupbearer experienced God’s timely 

help, we too, can testify with one 

voice, God’s gracious hand was 

upon us, bringing in our needed sup-

ply of funds and resources. Today, 

externally, the finished construction 

stands as dormitory, and offices, 

chapel and classrooms, all furnished 
adequately and modestly with the 

latest technical facilities.4 Internally, 

and even more reason for us to praise 

God’s leading hand, is our educa-

tional milestone, that is, aligning 

BSOP with the recognition process 

and accreditation under the Depart-

ment of Education, Culture and 

Sports (DECS) and the Commission 

on Higher Education (CHED). On 

top of all these exciting happenings, 

our partnership with the local Fili-
pino-Chinese churches, para-

churches, and Christian schools has 

been ongoing and becoming more 

effective as more teachers, pastors, 

Christian educators and missionaries 

devote their time and effort to help 

train our students and church mem-

bers (TEE) with their expertise and 

specialties. There was a time when 

our local student body reached 45, 

even before BSOP opened her doors 

widely to overseas students. 

BSOP board members from metro-

politan cities in Metro-Manila and 

from provincial areas work hand in 

hand with the faculty and staff to 

encourage and enable fulltime dedi-

cated seminarians to study with the 

main goal of serving God, commit-

ted to the BSOP motto of “Believe in 

Christ, Suffer for Him.” This heart-
cry of our founders is deeply en-

graved not only on the almost an-

tique pulpit in our chapel, it is also  

26th Com-
mencement 
Exercise 
(March 24, 
1985) with 
“almost an-
tique” hard-
wood pulpit, 
still being 
used today. 
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clearly seen on our BSOP seal as 

printed in all our publications, T-

shirts, etc., and firmly taught and 

caught by all who enter BSOP. With 

the changing times and the challeng-
ing trends brought about by the 21st 

millennium, BSOP has highlighted 

its distinctive role with an additional 

slogan: “Equipping God’s workers 

with God’s word for God’s work that 

resonates with her earlier foundation 

motto.5 

The Active Expansive Blooming 
Stage (2003-2012): How BSOP  

Horizons Enlarged 

Since 2002, BSOP has found herself 

at the strategic position of greater 

opportunities to teach and make dis-

ciples of people from around the 

world. With BSOP’s involvement in 

training pastors and leaders from the 

Asian countries and in Europe, a 

global theological mandate is now 

handed to BSOP. With the growing 

number of overseas students our 

student population has reached 150. 

It is a global phenomenon that the 
students from East Asia are coming, 

all over the world. In fact, they have 

come and are already here, conquer-

ing every inch and niche of liveli-

hood, trade and education. Here at 

BSOP, we often hear this common 

conviction and conscious compli-

ment from our overseas students: 

BSOP is our safe haven for our eye-

opening and heart-renewing experi-

ences as we learn to study God’s 
Word in order to teach from God’s 

perspective for God’s people in our 

land. Presently, we have alumni all 

over the different parts of East Asia; 

we hope one day we can say: Every 

nation in Asia bears the BSOP seal! 

This expansive blooming impact 
of BSOP is stretched wider, with 

BSOP’s partnership with the Asia 

Theological Association, wherein, 

225 seminaries from 25 nations 

stretching from Japan to Egypt are 

active members. Indeed, we have 

arrived at this aggressive and expan-

sive blooming stage as echoed by the 

theme of our 50th Founding Anniver-

sary Thanksgiving Celebration in 

2007 - Expanding Horizon.6 The 

sentiment then, from one of our de-
voted board members, is to have 50 

training posts in Asia, aside from the 

main campus here!  

Notably, our 150-student dormi-

tory filled up to the last bed-space, 

and seven classrooms were added at 

the Administrative Building to ac-

commodate the increasing needs of 

the in-house and commuting students 
as well as the Asia Graduate School 

of Theology students. We stand in 

awe and marvel at God’s mighty 

handiwork, taking BSOP to greater 

heights and looking ahead to un-

known and unforeseeable territory. 

Yet we dare not take another single 

step without His pillar of fire before 

us and His pillar of cloud behind us. 

Conclusion 

In the human realm, life at 55 is 
deemed luminous golden years, for 

someone who has gone through five 

decades with steadiness and stead-

fastness, through trials and toils, 

through life’s hurdles and hin-

drances. BSOP has come through 

these five decades and a half under 
God’s banner of Truth, Life and the 

Way. BSOP at 55 has gradually 

come to terms with the growing 

needs of reaching and teaching the 

next generation, and her significant 

role of Molding God’s Kingdom Dis-

ciples, even as we await the coming 

of our King of kings Himself.  
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September 22 BSOP celebrates 45 
years of service to the Filipino Chinese 
Protestant community with guest 

speaker Rev. Franklin Lee 李靈新牧

師. The Commission of Higher Educa-

tion of the Philippine Government 
(CHED) grants recognition to operate 
the Master of Theology (Th.M.) with 
majors in Old Testament, Biblical 

Studies, Church History and Theologi-
cal Studies. This degree is conferred by 
the Asia Graduate School of Theology 
and BSOP is the host Seminary for this 
program with its four fields of study. 

2
0
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BSOP, in cooperation with the Asia 
Graduate School of Theology, pro-
duces the first two Th.M. in Biblical 
Studies graduates. In partnership with 

Asia’s Center for TESOL (Teachers of 
English to Speakers of Other Lan-
guage), offers TESOL training to 
Christians burdened to teach English 
in mission contexts.  

2
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BSOP is granted permit to offer the 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Bibli-
cal Studies, Church History and Theo-
logical Studies by CHED.  

2
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 The Asia Theological Association 
re-accredits the Master of Divinity 
program, Master of Arts in Christian 
Education and Diploma in Christian 

Ministry, and accredits the Certificate 
in Biblical-Theological Studies and 
Bachelor of Theology (Mandarin 
track).  

 Phase three of the Construction 
Project – the Dormitory Extension 
Building – begins. 
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Phase three of the construction project is 
completed.  

2
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March 25 BSOP dedicates the Dormitory 
Extension Building. AGST-BSOP confers 
the first Ph. D. in Church History degree 
during the 48th Commencement Exercise. 

June 2 BSOP is granted recognition by 
CHED to conduct and operate the Doctor 
of Philosophy degree in Biblical Studies, 
Church History and Theological Studies. 
Dr. Joseph Shao is the Program Director. 
August President Dr. Joseph Shao is in-
stalled as the General Secretary of the 
Asia Theological Association. 

September 16 BSOP celebrates its 
Golden Anniversary at the United Evan-
gelical Church of the Philippines with 

guest speaker Dr. Stephen Tong 唐崇榮博

士. 

 The project to publish the first academic 

book – Expanding Horizon:  Theological 

Reflections 擴展境界  – is initiated.  

 In cooperation with the Asia Theologi-
cal Association, BSOP undertakes the 
project of publishing the Asia Bible Com-
mentary, a series of commentaries 
(including Dr. Joseph and Rosa Shao’s 
Ezra-Nehemiah) designed for ministries in 
Asian cultures.  

 The Music Department is established 

offering Voice, Piano, Electric Piano and 
Guitar Lessons. 
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January 8 Annual retreat of faculty and 
board members for fellowship, evaluation 
and strategic planning is initiated. 
February 29 The first of annual Student 

Recital is held at the BSOP Auditorium. 
May Nine students and an alumnus spent 
a month in Fujian, China for Chinese 
Culture Immersion. 
September 20 BSOP joined Philippine 
Bible Society to sponsor the First Filipino
-Chinese Bible Symposium at the PBS 
Ministry Center. 

October Creation of Mission Teams to 
work in different cities and provinces is 
initiated. 
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March 28 The Fiftieth Commencement 
Exercise is held at the BSOP Audito-
rium. 
June 5 Construction of the Retirement 

and Multipurpose Building begins after 
Groundbreaking Ceremony at the Annex 
Compound.   

2
0
1
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March 28 Dedication of Retirement 
and Multipurpose Building simultane-
ously held during the 51st Commence-
ment Exercise. 

August 20 The Medical and Dental 
Clinic is set up. 

September 16 Dr. David Chang 張勝

吉博士becomes the Vice President. 

The first Partner School is set up. 
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January The Soul Care Guidance and 
Counseling Center is set up to minister 
to students, headed by Dr. Rosa C. 
Shao. 

February Second Partner School is 
set up abroad. 
August 14 The book Expanding Hori-

zon: Theological Reflections 擴展境

界 is launched during the Convoca-

tion. 
November 3 BSOP becomes the host 
Seminary of AGST offering the Doc-
tor of Philosophy in Intercultural Stud-
ies as approved by CHED. Academic 
Dean Dr. Tan Chiu Eng serves as Pro-

gram Director. 

March 25 AGST-BSOP confers the 
first Ph. D. in Biblical Studies degree 
during the 53rd Commencement Exer-
cise.  

 Third Partner School is set up.  

 Work on classrooms on the fourth 
and fifth floors of the Academic Build-
ing begins and ends in July. 

August 12 Convocation is held at 

BSOP followed by the dedication 

of five classrooms on the fourth 
floor, the Research Center and 

Counseling Center on the fifth 

floor. 
September 9 BSOP celebrates its 55th 

Anniversary at the United Evangelical 
Church of the Philippines with guest 

speaker Dr. Joseph Tong 唐崇懷博士. 
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MY BSOP FAMILY 
 
Reminiscing my BSOP days evokes nostalgic images of 
family in my mind. When I entered the Seminary in June 
1999, little did I know that I did not just enroll in an 
educational institution, I was born into a family—the 
BSOP Family. Being one of the latest additions to its 
brood, I was taken under the care of the members of 
the Faculty and Staff who were like loving parents to a 
newborn child. 

I came into BSOP’s world like an infant with special 
needs. For one, I came with a pregnant wife and a 
daughter that was barely two years old. I was the only 
one with this case among all the students of that school 
year. Seeing my delicate condition, the Faculty and Staff 
took great care and effort to see to it that my special 
needs were met. They renovated one of the units of the 
old Men’s Dormitory to accommodate my family. It was 
a three-bedroom unit on the ground floor that became 
our home for the next three years. They also furnished 
it with basic furniture and appliances for our exclusive 
use. 

Aware that surviving at the Seminary was more than 
just having a nice and cozy place to stay, the Faculty 
and Staff regularly checked on how we were coping 
with the challenges of our new life, always ready to 
offer timely and invaluable assistance whenever we 
needed it. This was most evident when my wife gave 
birth to our second child via caesarian section. Without 
being prompted, the BSOP Family rushed to our side to 
lend a helping hand in various tangible and intangible 
ways. Mind you, this was not just a one-time show of 
support. All throughout our stay in the Seminary, they 
were closely monitoring our needs to be sure that we 
did not lack anything. They knew very well that we had 
no official backing from any church, except for some 
individual supporters. 

Growing up in BSOP, we were nurtured in academics, 
spirituality, ministry, and skills in interpersonal relation-
ship. We had a rigorous academic training program to 
instruct and sharpen our minds. Not to be outdone was 
our spiritual development through chapel hours, prayer 
meetings, individual and group devotions, and retreats. 
Weekends and summers were devoted to giving us lots 
of opportunities to apply what we had learned in actual 
ministry setting. In cooperation with churches and para-
church organizations, the Seminary deliberately sent us 
out of its secure confines to the real world, much like a 
mother eagle would push her eaglets out of the nest to 
teach them how to spread their wings and eventually 
fly.  

However, make no mistake in thinking that my grow-
ing-up years at BSOP were all spent in serious theologi-
cal rumination and ministerial endeavors. We also had 
lighter moments as we had fun together at the weekly 
sports time and occasional activities like outings, fellow-
ship meetings, and parties. The BSOP Family firmly be-
lieves in the saying “All study and no play makes Jack a 
dull boy.” From the classroom to the chapel to the din-
ing hall, the members of the Faculty, Staff and the stu-
dents did many things together like one big happy fam-
ily: We studied together, worshipped and prayed to-
gether, ate together, played together, and laughed and 
cried together. 

Lest you think that BSOP is some sort of a utopian 
community, I would have to honestly admit that it was 
and is not perfect. There were times when misunder-
standings and failed expectations arose among its 
members. But our love for and commitment to each 
other and to God had made it possible for us to resolve 
these conflicts and to continually grow individually as 
well as collectively. As Rev. David Magalong often says, 
“We may not be perfect but we can become better and 
better by the grace of God.” This epigram aptly de-
scribes the BSOP Family. 

I am no longer in the Seminary. I have come of age, 
so to speak. I left home in April 2002 to face my own 
life. But although many of us have already left, the Fac-
ulty and Staff never stopped looking after us, their spiri-
tual children. They still faithfully pray for us, communi-
cate with us, and pay us a visit from time to time. In-
deed, we are family. Even now, my heart still yearns for 
BSOP. 

The Jewish people have a very wonderful tradition of 
pronouncing blessings upon their family members.  As I 
come to the end of this short tribute, my ardent heart’s 
desire is to do the same to my beloved BSOP: “I now 
ask the Lord Almighty to bless you, my BSOP Family, 
with robust spiritual health, overflowing provision for 
all your needs, ever-increasing love and concern for one 
other, innumerable spiritual offspring, lasting success in 
all the tasks that God has entrusted into your hands, 
and utmost devotion and service to Him. Amen!”  

Rev. Richard A. 
Guion graduated 
with the Master of 
Divinity in 2002. He 
and his family now 
serve in the Christ 
Fellowship Church in 
Davao City.  
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